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Abstract: This study investigates the relationship between power dynamics, dominant ideologies, and implicit
communication using critical discourse analysis (CDA). It focuses on the discourse from the Iraqi House of
Representatives regarding the Kurdistan Region's independence Referendum. The study examines how power
dynamics and ideologies are present in this discourse, employing Van Dijk's sociocognitive framework to uncover
hidden ideological elements. The hypothesis suggests that the discourse highlights power struggles and
dominant ideologies. The findings reveal that the Iraqi House of Representatives employs language to emphasize
power dynamics and portray itself as safeguarding Iraq's unity. It also discusses how language is used to
emphasize federal government authority, criticize Kurdistan Region officials, highlight consequences, gain
regional support, and influence power dynamics in favor of the central government, illustrating the role of
language in shaping perceptions and power relationships.
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1. Introduction

Critiques in CDA are interested in studying the powerful elite in a society that uses language to
maintain, exercise or reproduce power. The concept of the elite in CDA is used to refer to groups of people who
have control and access over specific communicative events, such as media, parliamentary debates, text books
and law. Hence, this allows the elite to gain influence and achieve their goal to control the minds of the public
(van Dijk, 1998: 14). When the elites use their position to convey their own ideological views in order to serve
their own interest, it is called dominance (Weiss & Wodak, 2003: 15). The role that CDA takes is to expose such
practices:

CDA seeks to show how the apparently neutral, purely informative discourses of newspaper
reporting, government publications, social science reports, and so on, may in fact convey ideological
attitudes, just as much as discourses which more explicitly editorialize or propagandize. (Anthonidden,
2003:300)

Generally speaking, politicians tend to use extensive varieties of linguistic devices in order to achieve
their political goals and interests. Such linguistic devices include determining and persuading the public thought,
criticizing their rival politicians, and trying to make the public believe in politicians. Therefore, they use many
discursive devices and perform them in every day speech. By focusing on politician’s speech, critical discourse
analysts can have more insight about how the politicians use language manipulatively to validate their ideologies
and values for the positive results (Nasih & Aboud, 2020: 2).

Chilton (2004: 3) argues that political discourse plays a crucial role in shaping people's thoughts and
attitudes. Accordingly, politicians use their linguistic skills to modify and control people's thoughts and attitudes.
In order to become a successful politician, one needs to be an eloquent orator in order to guide the receivers'
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emotions, actions and minds. Politics can be viewed as "a struggle between those who seek to assert and maintain
their power and those who seek to resist it" Therefore, there is a strong relationship between language and
political activity.

Taking the critical discourse theory as the framework, the critical discourse analysis method as the
methodology, and the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representatives as an example, this paper will explore the
macrostructure of the discourse mentioned earlier through analyzing the thematic aspect following van Dijk
sociocognitive approach. There are three levels of analysis in sociocognitive approach, namely superstructure,
macrostructure, and microstructure. However, this research focuses on macrostructure level in order to answer
the research questions.

1.2 Aims of the Study

This study aims at investigating the macrostructure level of the discourse of the Iraqi House of
Representatives when addressing Kurdistan Referendum issued in the Official Gazette of Iraq of Ministry of
Justice in September, 27, 2017. It is an attempt to explore how language is manipulated when covering this issue
of Referendum. Accordingly, it investigates the thematic level of the discourse in terms of the main topic(s) of
the discourse.

1.3 Research Question(s)

The study attempts to answer the following questions:

- How are power dynamics and dominant ideologies manifested within the discourse of the Iraqi House of
Representatives concerning the Kurdistan Region's independence Referendum?

- What are the hidden ideological underpinnings within the discourse, as identified through Van Dijk's
sociocognitive framework?

2. Linguistic Analysis

The linguistic analysis of the data is carried out following van Dijk's framework of macrostructures
proposed in 1980 (revised in 2013). In this framework, van Dijk proposes a distinction between two levels of
analysis; global and local. The Global analysis is related to macrostructures, and the local analysis is related to
microstructures. Macrostructures are higher-level semantic or conceptual structures that organize the ‘local’
microstructures of discourse, interaction, and their cognitive processing. The global or Macrostructures of
discourse consists of two components; the semantic macro structure in terms of theme or topic and the
superstructure in terms of schematic structure. van Dijk (1980: 27) defines semantic macro structures
(theme/topic) as the gist of speech which can be understood intuitively by the receivers when expressed in the
talk or speech words and sentences or even in some parts of it such as summaries or conclusions. Superstructure
is another type of global structure which refers to the schematic ‘global form” that organizes the global meaning
of the text (van Dijk, 1980: 27). Terms such as ‘topic” or "theme" are used in the present study to refer to the
semantic macrostructure of a text, while the term “schemata’ refers to the schematic superstructure under the
umbrella term 'macro analysis'.

2.1 Macro Analysis

In the theory of discourse, the notion of macrostructure is used to account for the various notions of
global meaning, such as topic, theme, or gist (van Dijk, 1980: 10). That is, macrostructure is focused on the global
meaning which emphasizes more on the meaning or the topic of the discourse. According to van Dijk (1985:
117), the macro level is the higher level representing the topic, theme, or gist of a text, i.e., it is concerned with
what the text is about. The macro form is arrived at through a set of micro features applied to the sequence of
propositions locally expressed by the text. Consequently, any proposition entailed by a subset of a sequence of
micro features may function as a macro form for that sequence. van Dijk (1981: 196) argues that macro structures
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are semantic constructs making the topic of discourse explicit, i.e., they indicate the subject matter of discourse.
Nevertheless, there is a general consensus regarding the components of the macro level.

2.1.1 Thematic Structure

According to Van Dijk (1980: 5), theme element belongs to the macro structure that analyzes the higher or
more global levels than the micro level of words, sentences, and sentence connections. Themes or topics
represent the gist or most important information of a discourse, and tell us what a discourse is about. Themes/
topics are typically the information that is best recalled of a discourse. Although the topics abstractly
characterize the meaning of a whole discourse or of a larger fragment of discourse, they may also be concretely
formulated in the text itself, for instance in summaries, abstracts, titles or headlines. When people talk about
such a theme or topic, at the same time they imply that details of the discourse are disregarded or abstracted
from this account at a more general level (van Dijk, 1980: 17).

van Dijk (1980: 99) believes that sentence topics (the themes of sentence) are different from discourse
topics (the themes of the discourse text), but not completely independent of them.

“Each simple sentence has a theme. The theme is what the sentence is about. It is usually a starting
point of an utterance and everything else that follows it in the sentences, which consist of —what the
speaker states about” is called theme (Brown and Yule, 1983: 126-127).

Theme or topic has two functions. The first function is to organize the information (micro information) of
the discourse. In this way, it can serve to collect a large number of connections between information units at the
local level to form a larger unit which carries the whole meaning and function of the small pieces (van Dijk,
1980: 13). The second function of the theme is the reduction of complex information. As mentioned in the first
function, there are many complex information units in any discourse, so that one needs to reduce this
information to get the more important, relevant, abstract, or more general information from a complex micro-
level information unit. Then, the relation between micro level and macro level is subjected to various reduction
rules which are known as "macro rules" (van Dijk, 1980: 14).

As far as the ideological functions of themes/ topics are concerned, van Dijk (2004: 45) argues that they
directly follow the general principles mentioned above; if someone wants to emphasize self-good things or
others-bad things, the first thing they do is topicalizing such information. Conversely, if someone wants to de-
emphasize self-bad things and others good things, then they need to de-topicalize such information. For
instance, in much public discourse in multicultural society this means that topics associated with racism are
much less topicalized than those related to the alleged crimes, deviance or problems allegedly caused by
minority groups.

2.1.2 Schematic Structure

Schematic structure is defined by van Dijk (1980: 5) as an overall form that arranges the global content of
any text. Accordingly, the global structure of discourse is not limited to the semantic macrostructure; rather, it
has another type of global structure that is mainly concerned with organizing the semantic macro structures of
discourse. van Dijk (van Dijk, 1980: 12) differentiates between these two types of global structure into thematic
and schematic structures. The former is semantic while the latter is schematic or structural. Macrostructures
necessarily characterize any kind of complex information processing, whereas superstructures have a more
conventional nature (van Dijk, 1980: 12).

The role of schema is to form and organize the global meaning of a text. Moreover, there is a problem
concerning the generality of superstructure (schemata). Van Dijk (1980: 109) states that there are many types of
discourse that have conventional schematic structures, but this does not mean that all discourses have the same
superstructures. van Dijk and Kintsch (1983:16) state that there are many factors that affect the structure of any
discourse type. Such factors may include conventional or cultural variables. Stories, psychological reports,
lectures and many other types of discourse may exhibit different schematic structures. Accordingly, such a
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superstructure task is to provide the overall syntax for the global meaning. For instance, the study of news
schemata is not limited to the understanding of the mass media discourse only, but it contributes to the
understanding of the organization of written discourse in general so that many discourse types play a role in the
comprehension, memorization and processes of production (van Dijk, 1986: 156).

It is worth mentioning that the current study is limited to analyze the thematic structure of the discourse
of the Iraqi House of Representatives and the schematic structure has been excluded.

3. Methodology

This research employs a qualitative method as it analyzes and describes the discourse of the Iraqi House
of Representatives when addressing Kurdistan Referendum in the Official Gazette of Iraq of Ministry of Justice
in September, 27, 2017. A qualitative approach focuses on some aspects of texts such as entities, processes and
meanings that cannot be investigated or even quantified according to their amount or frequency (Denzin &
Lincoln, 2000: 8). Creswell (2014: 32) adds that a qualitative method applies the analysis in terms of words rather
than numbers; it is concerned with analyzing the text inductively, beginning with a specific theme until
reaching the general one. The qualitative analysis is based on careful analysis of the sources of the material and
covers explicit presentation of the researcher’s understanding. It also considers others” perspectives and it has to
be open towards re-interpretations (Mayring, 1983 cited in Septiani, 2014: 8). In addition to that, a qualitative
analysis helps the researchers understand the meaning people have constructed, how people make sense of their
world and the experiences they have in the world (Merriam, 2009 cited in Septiani, 2014: 8).

In order to achieve the goals of the study, the data are read critically, with emphasize on the main themes.
The data are analyzed using van Dijk’s sociocognitive approach at macrostructure level.

4. The Model of Macro Structures

The interaction between the macro and micro structures, as Hamburger (1981: 116) states, constitutes the
coherence of a text, i.e., the elements of micro structure can be directly filled into the relevant constituents of the
macro structure of that text. Furthermore, both micro and macro structures have to be broken down into logical
units. Each unit of macro structure is fragmented over a number of micro structure elements which are not
arbitrary elements, but represented semantically in the macro structure (Hamburger, 1981: 130).

According to van Dijk’s framework, the notion of “‘Macro Structure” stands for the global meaning of a
text; it refers to the higher- level semantic or conceptual structures which organize the local constituents (the
micro structure) of a text (van Dijk, 1981: 41).

5. Data Analysis and Discussion

As far as the macro analysis of the text is concerned, the themes or topics of the discourse of the Iraqi
House of Representatives have been chosen to be analyzed from critical discourse analysis perspectives.
Generally speaking, the themes characterize the meaning of the whole discourse. However, the themes may also
be expressed in the text itself such as in summaries, abstracts, titles or headlines. At this level, the semantic
macro structures will be taken into consideration.

Theme 1: The Unconstitutional Case of Referendum

The house of representatives claims that the independence referendum of Kurdistan Region is
unconstitutional since it violates the first article of the constitution which guarantees the unity of Iraq. This
theme is stated in the following paragraph:
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- According to the first legislative term, the fourth legislative year and the third electoral round, the House of
Representatives held its twenty-third session, on September 27, 2017. Based on article (59/Second) of the
Constitution, the House of Representatives should feel its patriotic and constitutional duty as the
representative of the Iraqi people with all its components. And in the interest of Iraq’s unity and safety of its
land and citizens and under the authority granted to the parliament in accordance with the constitution
approved by all people of Iraq, including the Kurdish leaders who seek to secede from the homeland, it
confirms the seriousness of the current situation and its repercussions that threaten the fate of the homeland
due to the insistence of the Kurdistan Region authority to conduct the referendum and its implementation on
the twenty-fifth of September, 2017. This insistence of holding a referendum clash with the issuance of a
decision made by the Iraqi House of Representatives to declare that this referendum is to be considered
unconstitutional and illegal in its seventh regular session on September 12, 2017.

This parliamentary decision is based on the constitution which considers referendum as a step towards
independence, and this is against the first article of the constitution. The alibi of the House of Representatives
for taking such a decision is that this constitution has been approved by all people of Iraq including the Kurdish
leaders.

The theme provided answers the first question as it illustrates the manifestation of power dynamics and
dominant ideologies within the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representatives concerning the Kurdistan
Region's independence referendum. Through the analysis of the language and terminology used, we can
identify several key aspects that highlight these dynamics:

- Authority and Control

The language employed in the paragraph emphasizes the authority and control of the House of
Representatives. Phrases like "Gl 33s 5" (unity of Iraq) and "gl=as¥) 5,5bka" (dangerous circumstances) convey a
strong sense of urgency and concern for the nation's integrity. This framing positions the House as the guardian
of Iraq's unity and stability, asserting its authority over matters that could potentially threaten national
cohesion.

- Dichotomy and Threat Perception

The paragraph establishes a dichotomy between the "(lws,5S alil 4kl (authority of the Kurdistan Region)
and the broader "¢kl suas" (fate of the nation). By positioning the referendum as a threat to national cohesion,
the discourse implies that the Kurdistan Region's pursuit of independence challenges the overarching interests
of the entire nation. This framing reinforces the House's position as the entity responsible for safeguarding the
unity of Iraq.

- Narrative Construction and Legitimacy

Drawing upon van Dijk's CDA approach, the discourse of the House of Representatives is seen as
constructing a narrative that emphasizes constitutional, national, and unity-based dimensions of the referendum
issue. This narrative serves to legitimize the House's stance as the protector of Iraq's interests and justifies its
opposition to the referendum. The language and strategies employed are carefully tailored to position the
House as the legitimate and rightful authority in matters of national significance.
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- Shaping Public Opinion

By framing the referendum as unconstitutional and a threat to Iraq's unity, the discourse of the House of
Representatives aims to shape public opinion and influence the perception of the issue. The use of strong and
emotive language, combined with an appeal to national unity and security, seeks to garner support for the
House's stance among the broader population. This aligns with the House's efforts to maintain its position of
power and authority within the Iraqi political landscape.

In summary, the language and strategies employed in the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representatives
concerning the Kurdistan Region's independence referendum reflect a complicated interplay of power dynamics
and dominant ideologies. The House strategically positions itself as the defender of Iraq's unity and national
interests, framing the referendum as a potential threat. This framing serves to construct a narrative that
reinforces the House's authority and shapes public opinion in alignment with its stance.

Theme 2: Surrendering

The House of Representatives claims that the officials in Kurdistan Region have ignored implementing
the decisions of the federal judiciary issued by the Federal Court to halt the referendum. Accordingly, the
Parliament has issued a number of decisions and sanctions listed in the following lines:
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- Requiring the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces to take all constitutional and legal procedures to
preserve the unity of Iraq and protect its citizens. Accordingly, he must issue orders to the security forces to
return and deploy in all the disputed areas, including the city of Kirkuk, as it was before the date of
10/06/2014.
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- Confirming to implement the decisions taken by the Ministerial Council for National Security in its last
session, especially the decision to pursue judicial follow-up on those responsible for implementing the
referendum and bringing them to court according to the law, as well as all other Kurdish officials working in
the federal state’s institutions.
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- Closing the border crossings that are outside the control of the federal authority and considering the goods
that enter from those border crossings as smuggled goods and appealing to the neighboring countries of Iraq
to take the necessary procedures to assist the Iraqi government in implementing this resolution.

The House of Representatives in accordance with the Iraqi Government are trying to put pressure on
KRG through a number of decisions and sanctions. The aim behind this step is to submit the KRG including its
people and political leaders to Iraq and make them surrender. That is, to make the Kurds admit that the KRG is
a part of Iraq and what have they done was a violation of the Iraqi constitution.

This theme answers the second question based on the context of Van Dijk's sociocognitive framework.
The analysis of the theme reveals several hidden ideological underpinnings that are strategically embedded
within the discourse. These underpinnings are designed to construct and legitimize specific narratives and
power relationships.
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- Framing of Non-Compliance

The passage strategically employs the term "ignoring" to frame the officials of the Kurdistan Region as
non-compliant with the decisions of the federal judiciary. This framing portrays the officials as acting against a
higher authority, implying a breach of established norms and rules. This framing establishes a negative
evaluation of the officials, setting the stage for justifying subsequent actions.

- Establishment of Federal Authority

By referencing the "Federal Court" and the "Federal Security Forces," the passage reinforces the authority
of the federal government. This establishes a narrative of a legitimate and rightful central power. The intention
is to position the federal government as the legitimate enforcer of legal and constitutional order, contrasting this
authority against the non-compliance of the Kurdistan Region officials.

- Portrayal of Severe Consequences

The passage employs phrases such as "4Slaall agas" (bringing them to trial) and "4 saall Ml 5le" (closing
border crossings) to depict the severity of potential consequences for non-compliance. These linguistic choices
serve as a deterrent and emphasize the power asymmetry between the central government and the Kurdistan
Region officials.

- Regional Endorsement and Solidarity

The passage appeals to neighboring countries, urging them to support the decisions of the Iraqi
government. This attempt to rally regional support not only reinforces the legitimacy of the central
government's stance but also presents it as a widely accepted and endorsed perspective. This strategy aims to
legitimize the power dynamics on a broader scale.

- Language as a Tool of Control

Van Dijk's approach emphasizes how language is a tool for social and political control. In this case, the
language choices strategically position the federal government's decisions as rightful, necessary, and legally
binding. Simultaneously, the language positions the Kurdistan Region officials as potential violators of these
decisions, casting them in a negative light.

Overall, the passage employs linguistic strategies to construct a narrative that highlights the authority of
the federal government, portrays the Kurdistan Region officials as non-compliant, emphasizes potential
consequences for non-compliance, rallies regional support, and ultimately shapes power dynamics in favor of
the central government. This analysis showcases how language is intricately woven into discourse to shape
perceptions, legitimize actions, and influence power relationships.

6. Conclusions

Critical discourse analysis of the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representative using van Dijk's
macrostructure model reveals how the elite uses textual components to shape and sway public perception. The
primary themes and sub-themes of the text under research are the only discourse aspects that were examined in
this study. In light of this, the study has reached the following conclusions:

- Using macrostructure analysis can be very useful in identifying and revealing the hidden ideologies by
concentrating on the main themes or topics of any discourse.

- The main theme of the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representatives is the unconstitutional case of the
Kurdistan Independence Referendum. This legislative resolution is in violation of the first article of the
constitution since it is based on the constitution, which views referendums as a step toward independence.
The House of Representatives' justification for making this choice is that everyone in Iraq, including the
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Kurdish authorities, has approved the articles of the Iraqi constitution.

The other main theme stated in the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representatives is theme of surrendering.
The House of Representatives states that the Kurdistan region's authority disregarded requests from all
Iraqi institutions, including the Federal Court, regional states, and international organizations to halt the
referendum. As a result of the KRG's insistence on continuing to hold the referendum on the designated
date, the Parliament has issued a series of judgements and sanctions against them.

The theme of surrendering is divided into sub-themes represented by a number of decisions and sanctions
against the KRG such as judicial follow-up on those responsible for implementing the referendum and
bringing them to court according to the law and closing the border crossings that are outside the control of
the federal authority.

From analyzing the discourse of the Iraqi House of Representatives, it is crystal clear that all the blame is on
the KRG officials for their continuous efforts to encourage the Kurds for voting for the referendum. The
Iraqi House of Representatives is trying to show the world in general, and the Iraqi people, in particular,
that they are very concerned about the unity of Iraq and that this independence referendum is
unconstitutional.
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